
WHAT, WHY AND HOW OF BAPTISM? 
 
Baptism reflects a couple of big-time theological concepts.  First, baptism identifies you 
with Jesusʼ death, burial and coming to life again (resurrection). 
 

1 Corinthians 15v3-4 
I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to 
me--that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  He was buried, and 
he was raised from the dead on the third day, as the Scriptures said. 
 
Colossians 2v12  
For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were 
raised to a new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised 
Christ from the dead. 

 
Second, baptism identifies you with the Church. 
 

Acts 2v41 
Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church--
about three thousand in all. 
 
Baptism does not make you a Christian.  You become a Christian when you 
receive Jesus as your own savior by placing your trust in him alone to forgive your 
sins and give you life forever (beginning now and continuing in heaven). 

 
Who should be baptized? 
 
Everyone that has realized that sin separates them from God and has asked Jesus to 
save them by forgiving them of their sin.  This means that you have given up all 
personal efforts to get Godʼs forgiveness by just being good yourself.  You must believe 
that Jesusʼ death on the cross and coming back to life is what bridges the gap between 
God and mankind.  As a result, you must ask God to give you forgiveness for FREE and 
then give him your life.  This does not mean that you are perfect.  It just means that you 
experience something similar to being born all over again and are beginning a spiritual 
journey of experiencing God personally and in community with other followers of Jesus. 
 
Jesus was baptized and wants you to be baptized, too. 
 

Mark 1v9  
One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and he was baptized by John in the 
Jordan River. 
 
 
 



Matthew 28v19-20  
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age." 

 
Baptism is an outward symbol that demonstrates an inward decision.   
 

Acts 18v8  
Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, and all his household believed in the Lord. 
Many others in Corinth also became believers and were baptized. 
 
Acts 16v31-33  
They replied, "Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with your 
entire household."  Then they shared the word of the Lord with him and all who 
lived in his household.  That same hour the jailer washed their wounds, and he and 
everyone in his household were immediately baptized. 

 
Why does Fellowship Church baptize by placing people completely 
under water (also known as ʻimmersionʼ)? 
 
The word ʻbaptizeʼ is actually a Greek word.  The second part of the Bible (the New 
Testament) was originally written in the language of Greek.  In Greek the word means 
“to dip under water.”  So, whenever you read about someone in the Bible being 
ʻbaptizedʼ it means that they were dipped or placed under water.  This is also the only 
way that you can symbolize Jesus being buried (under the water) and coming back to 
life again (coming out of the water). 
 

Romans 6v3-4  
Or have you forgotten that when we became Christians and were baptized to 
become one with Christ Jesus, we died with him?  For we died and were buried 
with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious 
power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 

 
Here is another example. 
 

Acts 8v38-39 
“…and they went down into the water… When they came up out of the water…” 

 
Jesus also was baptized and his was by immersion. 
 

Matthew 3v16  
After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. 



 
What about infant baptism? 
 
In the Bible we find parents bringing small children to Jesus.  He held them, prayed for 
them and told us to encourage them to come to him.  However, he did not baptize them 
or tell us to.  As a result of his example and the teaching of the Bible, a child needs to 
wait until they are old enough to understand what they are doing so that they can make 
the decision themselves.  This way they are personally and intentionally making the 
decision to follow Jesus. 
 
If your parents baptized you as an infant then that is great that they made the decision.  
But as a follower of Jesus this is a decision that you must make for yourself.  In other 
words, you need to be baptized after you personally make the decision to follow Jesus.  
While infant baptism is a very meaningful event, it is not a baptism that is taught and 
seen in the New Testament. 
 
When should a person be baptized? 
 
You should be baptized as soon as you have the opportunity to after making the 
personal decision to follow Jesus. 
 
 

Acts 2v41  
Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church--
about three thousand in all. 
 
Acts 8v35-38  
So Philip began with this same Scripture and then used many others to tell him the 
Good News about Jesus. As they rode along, they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, "Look! There's some water! Why can't I be baptized?" He ordered the 
carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

 
When can I be baptized at Fellowship Church? 
 
At Fellowship Church we view baptism as an event to be celebrated as a church family.  
We will have baptism opportunities several times throughout the year.  Feel free to ask 
when the next one is scheduled.  You will need to register for baptism in order to help us 
keep accurate records and plan accordingly.   
 
What should I wear? 
 
Dress in clothes that you donʼt mind getting wet!  Swimsuits are a good idea, but old 
clothes will work, too.  You will be given a free t-shirt by the church to help you 
remember the occasion.  You will need to bring your own towel and anything else you 



desire to dry off with.  The pastor will give you any more necessary details as the 
celebration gets close. 
 
Who will baptize me? 
 
Who do you want?  The pastor is extremely glad to do the ceremony but if you have a 
parent or special friend (that already is a Christian) they can perform it if you wish.  We 
think that parents baptizing their children and spouses baptizing their spouse is really 
cool! 
 
 


